Winter 2009

Pack2School 2009 Was a Huge Success!

Pack2School (formerly known as Back to School) was started 39 years ago to provide assistance to ELTC students strug-
gling to buy school supplies for their children. The program was very well received and over the years has expanded to include
other low-income families in Larimer County. We have provided school supplies to thousands of our local kids since the pro-
gram began, supporting their success in school by giving them the tools they need. This year we provided school supplies to
nearly 1,000 low-income students. It was our biggest year ever!

There are other school supply programs in our community, yet three key aspects make ours unique: ours remains unique
due to three key aspects:

1. We continue to allow each child to pick out or "shop" for his or her preferred styles and colors of supplies. This
ability to choose has a positive impact on a child's self-esteem.

2. Families still pay just $5 per backpack, which does not cover the cost of the supplies valued at over $50, but in-
stills a sense of ownership and accountability in each child.

3. Ourdistribution in early August allows each child to show up at school on the first day, complete with brand new
school supplies just like the other kids. This alleviates the embarrassment or stigma of having to ask a teacher or
school administrator for supplies due to financial hardship.

Pack2School could not operate nearly as efficiently without the many volunteers who give generously of their time. The
Kiwanis Golden K has been a long time supporter. Their report from this year’s activity touches the heart of our program:

“Comments about the need were common. One lady explained the reason she needed help this year,
for the first time. Her wages were garnished for $500, for medical bills. She was optimistic that she would
be able to buy supplies next year. Another lady with five kids said she is homeless. Her husband lost his
job and was denied unemployment. They are staying with the lady’s sister now, but the sister is losing her
home at the end of the month. School supplies for five kids amounted to a lot of money she obviously
didn't have right now. ‘Finances are very hard right now, this is a big help,” stated another mom who was
participating for the first time. "It's a great program for people with low income, and for the community,’
said a father.”

Nicolle Gregg of A-Train Marketing Communications volunteered at this year’s Pack2School for the first time. There
were six volunteers from A-Train helping that day. On the first day, Nicolle facilitated operations by having participants
complete necessary paper work before entering the building for formal registration. It was especially important on day
one when over 600 children came through for their supplies.

Nicolle was impressed with the program’s organization and efficiency. She especially appreciated the support pro-
vided by the ELTC staff. Questions were answered quickly and problems resolved rapidly. She believes our approach of
letting each child select their own supplies and fill their own backpack is a real plus for the kids. It’s a unique benefit pro-
vided by ELTC and gives each child a sense of ownership. The minimal donation also mitigates the association with charity.

She says: “It was a thoroughly wonderful and delightful experience. g
Interaction with the children and their parents was great. | definitely
plan to participate again next year. “

Special gratitude goes to our long-time
partners -National Charity League, Tooth Zone,
Poudre Fire Authority, Panty Parlour Ladies,
Poudre River Library District, and BASE Camp.

Thanks to you All!
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Changing Jobs or Looking for a New Path? ELTC Can Help!

Students taking classes at ELTC have FREE access to transition support services
provided by Marie Zimenoff, a career counselor and certified resume writer volunteer-
ing to offer transition support. Career transitions can be stressful, especially in today’s
economy, and these services offer current and former ELTC students support in chang-
ing career direction, finding work, and continuing their education beyond ELTC. Stu-
dents interested in exploring a new career path can receive one-on-one guidance in

identifying interesting and practical options and making informed decisions.
For those seeking employment, transition services can help you translate your

skills and experience, overcome barriers, create strong resume and cover letter docu-

ments, and take a more proactive, strategic approach to the job search. There are opportunities out there, and now the

ELTC can help students discover and compete for them! Lastly, some ELTC students have goals which require further edu-

cation. Transition services can help connect you to resources at local training and education programs, research financial

aid opportunities, and navigate the education systems. Services are tailored to your needs, so spending a half hour to an

hour before or after class can help you move forward in your career change, job search, or educational goals! Stop by the

office at the far west end of the ELTC building or email marie.zimenoff@yahoo.com to set up an appointment.
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One of the first and foremost
requirements employers today de-
mand is either having a high school
diploma or a G.E.D. In the early
spring lvan Gabriel started prepar-
ing at ELTC to take the battery of
five tests comprising the G.E.D. to
help him find the job he needed.
This summer he succeeded in earn-
ing his G.E.D. and has a part-time
job with several potential positions
in his field.

Ivan’s experience taking G.E.D.
classes at ELTC was personally satis-
fying. The people were nice, and
the instruction was good. Since, as
we pointed out above, most jobs
require a high school diploma or a
G.E.D., it was a key to Ivan’s obtain-
ing a position to meet his needs.
Ivan summed it up by saying, “the
price is right, the instruction is ex-
cellent, and overall you get ‘more
bang for the buck’ at ELTC.”

Taking the simulated, or mock
tests, in the G.E.D. classes really
helped prepare Ivan for the actual

test. “The mock tests were harder
than the actual test and gave me
the confidence to test well, “ stated
Ivan. Vanessa Lemos, also passed
the G.E.D. with flying colors this

summer. Vanessa put it this way:

“I have nothing but good things to
say about my experience at ELTC. The
instructor and tutors help you under-
stand at a level that is most effective.
They want to help you succeed. Every-
one at ELTC is very nice and helpful in
many ways. It's the best thing | could
have done! It feels so good to finally get
it (G.E.D) done. | feel a sense of accom-
plishment, gratitude, and knowledge.”

Why should you pursue getting a
GED? Ivan and Vanessa identified two
main reasons: getting a job and feeling
personal satisfaction and accomplish-

ment. A third important reason is to
use the G.E.D. as a spring board to fur-
ther education. Vanessa plans to pursue
her college degree very soon. Congratu-
lations to both Vanessa and Ivan!!

-Christine Walker

Next ELTC session
begins March 22
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“Business Before Hours”
A Success

In spite of the early hour, 43 members
of the Fort Collins Chamber of Commerce
and their guests attended the Business Be-
fore Hours event at 7:30 a.m. on July 14.
Business Before Hours was organized as an
interactive and educational “tour” to ac-
quaint the Chamber members with the pro-
grams offered by ELTC.

In keeping with the theme “Passport to
Learning”, each guest was issued a passport
upon arrival. The passport had sections
representing the four program areas at
ELTC — Computers, Medical, Passport Past
Poverty, and ESL. Each program was as-
signed a room where the guest would be
greeted by a staff member and a board
member, who would explain the program
and answer any questions about that par-
ticular program. The guest’s passport
would then be signed and the guest would
move into another room representing an-
other program.

Three students from the Computer Il
class were selected to use the tools learned
in class and their own imagination to create
the passport to be used for this event.
Brenda Carroll, Sue Myers and Michelle
Pearson all came up with exceptional
designs, with Michelle Pearson’s design
selected as the official passport.

The Chamber members were then
treated to very tasty breakfast furnished
by Food for Thought.
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ELTC Class Listing, Fall 2009 Session

Classes In Progress Now

Course Instructors
Literacy ESL 1 Ken Thielen
Ann Toerper
Literacy ESL 2 Joan Kauth
Literacy ESL 3 Chris Walker
Literacy GED Math Chris Walker
Literacy English Chris Walker
Spanish Reid Kuennen
Medical Terminology Ann Schnaidt
Medical Terminology Jim Leonard
A+ Certification Phil Murphy
Computer Technology
Basic Computing Diane Cohn
Guy Cheatham
Sue McKee
Ben Cano
Microsoft Office Robert Edmondson
Day Jeanne Hoag
Brenda Carroll
Guy Cheatham
Sue McKee
Microsoft Office Paul Batchelder
Evening Bob Edmondson
Jeanne Hoag
Sue Myers
Phlebotomy Kathy Surprise
Soft Skills workshop Marie Zimmenhoff
Sara Colorosa
Computer Basics Ben Cano
Larimer County Workforce Center
Internet for Job Seekers Jim Zdunek
Tutoring Hugh Price, Math
Karen Slanaker, English
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“Every single one of you has something :
you’re good at. Every single one of you |
has something to offer. And you have a |
responsibility to yourself to discover what :
that is. That’s the opportunity an 1
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“Well, yes, wa opuld fix it in Photoshop, bult
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education can provide.”

Library of Books for
ELTC's Language Learners

Reading is one of the most effective
methods of acquiring new vocabulary, ac-
cording to the research. Providing a print-
rich environment for children at home or for
adult ESL students is a critical step in sup-
porting English language learners.

Up until recently, the ESL students have
had very few books to choose from in ELTC's
selection of books for students. ESL instruc-
tors Ken Thielen and Joan Kauth took the
idea of creating a print-rich environment to
heart and-have been developing a small col-
lection .of books for our ESL students that
provide content of interest to adults, but are
written at levels appropriate for English lan-
guage learners.

Ken and Joan..worked with librarian
Jimena Pena at the Poudre“River Library
District to help identify appropriate books
for ESL students. The books they have pur-
chased fit into five general categories: non-
fiction biographies on famous Americans,
books about the countries our ESL students
come to America from, non-fiction topics
about the natural world and environment,
fiction, and books on sports. These books
range from beginning to intermediate level
in difficulty.

Students have responded well to the
books, reading a total of 35 books during the
Spring session. Students Sol Garcia and
Zhaorong Guo, the top readers, each read
seven books. During the Summer session
students read a total of 105 books, with Lais
Revis, Iraci Revis, and Sol Garcia reading 21,
15, and 14 books, respectively.

Our goal is to develop a library for each
classroom with a ratio of 15 books per stu-
dent.

If you are interested in helping provide a
more print-rich environment for our ESL
students by expanding this library or if you
would like to contribute financially to this
effort please contact Chelsea Stewart.

-Joan Kauth and Ken Thielen
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Education and Life Training Center
401 Linden Street
Fort Collins, CO 80524

ELTC is a United Way Affiliate Agency

VOLUNTEER.
Way
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Teacher’s Pet Level — greater than $1,000

Serimus Foundation

Kiwanis Poudre Golden K

Breakfast Rotary Club of Fort Collins
Sally Korshak

Rotary District 5440

Bank of Choice

Honor Roll Level - $501-$1,000
Foothills Rotary Club of Fort Collins
Odell Brewing Company

Kiwanis

Credit Union of Colorado

Gold Star Level - $251-500
Trois Coeurs Foundation
Guy and Carole Cheatham
Leah Rae Hunter

Tutor Level - $101-250
Jim and Peggy Barnett

A-Train Marketing Communications Inc.

Gina and Dan Schwartz
Tom and Elizabeth Graves

Book Worm Level - $51-100
Dr. Robert and Elaine Lawrence
Nancy and Jim (Tim) McGinnis
Morgan Interests

Lyn and Jim Pring

Rulon and Linda Stacy

B. Sue Wood

Kelly Custer

Wendy Franzen

Dale and Cherylyn Gorsky
Kathy Miner

Irene and Lee Romsa

Tracy and Brad Oldemeyer
Delores and Paul Gilbert

Gary and Janet Pugh

Gubbels Chiropractic

Mary Jo Griggs

Red Apple Level — Up to S50
Bischoff Insurance Agency
Donna Burrill

John and Sarah Conway

Beth and Fred McGregor

Phil and Ann Montera

Dr. Stephen & Linda Schaefer
Lucy Brenner

Red Apple Level — Up to $50

Judith Cole

Jane Fields

Arle Mae Mogren

Joyce Murphy

Connie O'Brien,

John Roberts

Christine Bush

Grace Harris

Robert Hummel

Dr. Steve & Nancy Tippin
Patricia and Richard Walsh
Don and Karen Unger

Hilda Rodriguez

Dwight and Jacqueline Bennett
Janet Egan

Mary Schultz

Edith Thompson

Andy Wolfe and Patti Johnson
Paul Kenny, Attorney at Law
Keely Aggers

Brian and Donna Newlands
Larry and Bernice Connors
Brian and Donna Newlands
Kathleen Rasmussen-Croft
Valerie DiBenedetto
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